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Teaching Philosophy Renee Ann Drouin

In teaching, I strive to cultivate an environment that supports engagement and equity. In this
space, both my physical classroom and my writing centers, students recognize and develop their
agency as the writer, as they are the experts of their own lived experiences. To create a classroom
that invites agency and equity, I rely heavily on digital tools and diversity of perspectives.

Our students are surrounded by digital creations. I embrace their understanding of technology,
from their social media to their games to the chat programs I have never heard of. These are the
spaces our students know. In my classrooms, I rely on assignments and readings that connect to
what students know, such as the diversity of online spaces and how contexts shape them. Yet, I
also challenge them to explore new digital methods of writing. To do so, I work tirelessly so my
students feel exploration is possible. I create how-to-guides for and with students, inspired by
their questions and my history as a writing tutor who felt she tutored the technology, not the
assignment. I dedicate time to classroom examples, and I am always open to talk. While
accessibility and understanding are constants of my pedagogy, such practices also ensure students
who dislike technology are not left behind. It also encourages risk taking in a welcoming space.

In exploring digital spaces outside the classroom, students have likely encountered hostility.
While they may not be the subjects of abuse, I prioritize their safety above all else. I spend class
time showing them how to remove personal data offline and from collection websites. We
rhetorically analyze different resources and investigate who the target audiences are. We also
reflect on our environments and privileges. These readings challenge those unaware while
simultaneously recognizing victims as members of a community. Engaging with such narratives
is one means of promoting diversity in the classroom, but it is hardly the primary method.

Instead, inclusion is fostered through discussion and class activities. While I encourage all to
speak and do my best to prevent students from interrupting or invalidating others, I create
multiple opportunities for all to contribute, such as in crowdsourcing activities where
students add their thoughts on readings into a shared google doc and can opt to remain
anonymous. Student daily writing and reflections also allow further composing opportunities,
ensuring students know their voices and writing are being seen and responded to.

My assignments are shaped by the interests of the students. In reflecting on their experiences,
students are the experts, sharing their expertise with me. While I serve as a guide for projects, my
true focus is ensuring students know their ideas and beliefs on what is worth writing about are
valid. I believe in a pedagogy of agency and emphasize this to students, reminding them that I
am constantly grateful for their willingness to share their experiences and voices. This belief of
agency is inspired by years in writing centers, as I encouraged and supported, never demanding.

As an educator, I look ahead towards my growth in tutoring and teaching. I passionately work
towards spaces that blend writing, equity, and agency. I hope to embolden students to
explore and attempt new means of writing and learn in an encouraging space. Regardless
of the course, I aim to empower students with an awareness of the rationale in how they create,
the ability to impact others, and an awareness of the rhetorical contexts that shape them.



